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101 Ways to Make Money
With Direct to Garment Printing



Direct to Garment (DTG) printing is on the brink 
of exploding with popularity. DTG printers 
utilize inkjet technology to print images and 
photographs directly onto fabric, empowering 
you to create gorgeous, retail-quality clothing.

When you consider the fact that a blank t-shirt 
can cost as little as $3 and the approximate 
cost of ink ranges from just a few cents to less 
than $1.50 for a color-heavy, 8x12-inch graphic,  
it is easy to see the potential for profit when 
you sell that t-shirt for $12 -- or more!

The Power of DTG
There are countless ways to make money with 
DTG, but they all center around the 
technology's biggest strengths: full 
customization, virtually unlimited colors, and 
the profitability of short runs. Unlike other 
methods, such as screen printing, DTG has low 
setup costs for a print job, making it profitable 
with small orders and one-offs.

Introduction
The biggest advantage of DTG is easy 
customization. Use your favorite graphic 
design software to create and edit text and

The biggest 
advantage of DTG is 
easy customization.

images however you or your customer 
pleases. After using RIP software (included 
for free with most DTG printers) to process 
the image, you simply send the file to your 
machine and start printing. The process 
takes only a few minutes.

Because of DTG's ease of customization 
and consumers' willingness to pay a
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premium for personalized goods, you will find that 
many of the best ideas for making money with DTG 
involve creating products customized with a 
customer's name, personal photos, dates of special 
days, or favorite sayings.

Find Your Niche
Many of those who have found success in the DTG 
industry started by catering to a very specific niche 
or target market. Whether you want to build a 
business around a retail kiosk geared toward local 
tourists or run an online store that specializes in 
custom doggy t-shirts, defining your niche is crucial 
to focusing your marketing efforts and spending 
your advertising budget wisely.

Be Inspired
When it comes to DTG, the possibilities are truly as 
endless as your imagination. Whatever way you 
choose to make money with DTG printing, develop a 
strong understanding of your customers' needs and 
differentiate yourself with your creativity, close 
attention to quality, and excellent customer service. 
Ready for some inspiration? Here are 101 ideas to 
help get you started.
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While many find success in the DTG 
business by effectively marketing and 
selling to a niche audience, these general 
DTG business ideas can be applied to any 
industry.

1. Start your own clothing line. It's easier 
than ever to start selling online. Build your 
own website or use a selling platform like 
Etsy or Amazon.

2. Go the brick and mortar route and open a 
retail kiosk at a local mall or other busy 
shopping area. Come up with a great idea 
for custom t-shirts and print them on-
demand while your customers watch.

General DTG Business Ideas
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3. Are you already a garment decorator? Get 
in early on the multimedia trend, and combine 
DTG with embroidery, vinyl transfers, laser 
appliques, or rhinestones to create unique 
products.

4. Don't have an existing business? Partner 
with decorators like screen printers or 
embroiderers. You can work together to fill in 
the gaps in each other's offerings and 
become a one-stop solution for customers --
and increase sales for everyone!

5. Similarly, the promotional products industry 
is HUGE! Partner with promotional product 
decorators and distributors, and serve as their 
source for customized apparel.
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6. T-Shirt Truck/Mobile Printing. Consumers 
love the novelty and ease of food trucks. 
Offer the same fun and convenience by 
printing custom shirts on the go! An 
excellent strategy for printing at gatherings, 
parties, and other events.

7. Go local. Celebrate your town with hyper-
local t-shirt designs that your friends and 
neighbors will love. See if you can get them 
into local gift stores or souvenir shops.

Brighten up your t-shirts 
with glimmering DTG foil 

applications.

8. Satisfy even your flashiest customer's 
desire to dazzle, and brighten up your t-
shirts with a glimmering DTG foil 
application. Though inexpensive and easy to 
use, foils pack a big visual punch -- and 
justify a higher price tag.

9. Direct to garment printing isn't limited to 
just fabrics. Use an inkjet receptive coating 
to print on wood, and create awards, 
commemorative plaques, or decorative wall 
hangings.

10. Similar to printing on wood, you also can 
print on glass. Offer custom glass tiles, 
coasters, or wall art.

General DTG Business Ideas
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11. Benefit a great cause. Disasters like 
tornadoes or fires leave a lot of people in 
need. Design t-shirts, and donate all or a 
portion of the proceeds to supporting the 
victims and the heroes working hard to help 
them.

12. What could be cooler than some custom 
kicks? From custom art to personal photos, 
customers will love it if you can offer them 
personalized, DTG-printed shoes.

13. What about socks to match every mood, 
outfit, or occasion? Your customers will adore 
pulling on a pair of socks personalized with 
their name, photo, or favorite saying.
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14. Custom footwear doesn't need to stop at 
shoes or socks. Offer additional 
personalized accessories like tights, footless 
socks, and legwarmers.

15. The hands have it! Print custom 
gardening gloves printed with images of 
different types of flowers or cotton spa 
gloves with inspiring sayings that boost self-
esteem.

Printing on canvas opens 
up a whole new world of 

product offerings.

16. Printing on canvas opens up a whole 
new world of product offerings. Offer 
customers everything from custom portraits 
to wall art with creative quotes or fun 
images matched perfectly to a customer’s 
home décor.

General DTG Business Ideas

17. Bags, bags, and more bags! Custom print 
a wide variety of bags like totes, clutches, and 
backpacks.

18. Printed leather goods are novel, yet have a 
classically cool feel. Print on leather belts, 
wallets, bags, bracelets, and even dog collars.

19. Keep customers warm with custom cold 
weather gear! Jackets, sweatshirts, and 
hoodies all make for fashionable, high-margin 
items to add to your offerings.

20. From golf and tea towels to dish rags and 
beach towels, create giftable towels for just 
about any occasion.

21. Don't forget denim and chambray. Jeans, 
cut-off shorts, denim jackets, overalls and 
chambray shirts all make for unique, DTG-
printed products.
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One of the best ways to create a stream of 
income for your DTG business is to support 
fellow businesses. Almost every company has 
a use for some type of printed apparel or 
accessory. Here are just a few ideas to get you 
started.

22. Print employee work shirts and t-shirts for 
businesses, restaurants, and bars. Charge extra 
to print the employee's name on the chest 
where they'd normally wear their name tag.

23. Print limited edition t-shirts for customers 
to purchase at restaurants and bars.

24. Print coasters for local restaurants, bars, 
and coffee houses.

25. Specialize in creating custom, highly 
memorable sales presentations. Skip the 
PowerPoint presentation and opt for using t-
shirts instead of slides. Have the presenter 
wear all of the t-shirts needed for their 
presentation and remove them, one by one, to 
highlight their talking points.

Corporate/Businesses
26. Offer apparel that boosts company 
morale and builds team spirit. Team t-shirts 
are a great product to provide for company 
product launches, retreats, and other 
corporate events. 

27. Many local gyms and fitness studios 
have their own stores. Offer to print logo t-
shirts for them as well as some of your own 
designs.

28. Have a local wine or liquor store? Team 
up to sell bar towels printed with drink 
recipes or print wine socks emblazoned with 
the store's logo, contact information or other 
fun design.

29. Partner with shoe stores to offer custom 
socks. Have the shoe store include a coupon 
for your print shop with every pair of shoes.

30. Partner with beauty supply stores to 
offer custom towels, hankies, or makeup 
bags.
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For many, t-shirts aren't simply a wardrobe 
staple -- they're also a way to make a 
statement. Look to high culture, pop culture, 
and current events for inspiration for 
designs that really sell.

31. Are you a visual artist, photographer, or 
graphic designer? Bring your art to life with 
DTG -- and make money doing it.

Bring your art to life with 
DTG – and make money 

doing it.

32. Stay on top of internet culture and offer 
"meme" tees. The key to success is to hop 
on the trend quickly. If that meme explodes 
in popularity, you want to be the first one 
waiting there to sell them t-shirts.

Art, Entertainment &  Culture

33. "Hashtag" t-shirts. Similarly, stay dialed in 
to what people are buzzing about on the 
internet and specialize in t-shirts that make a 
statement with a trending hashtag. 
#instagood

34. Boost your sales by connecting with 
social media influencers who have large 
followings. Design a t-shirt they're happy to 
wear in exchange for them mentioning your 
store and sharing a promo exclusively for 
their audience.

35. Is a celebrity spat or rivalry on a popular tv 
show blowing up the internet? Cash in with 
"Team" shirts for fans to show off their 
support (e.g. "Team Dragon" vs. "Team Wolf").

36. Capitalize off of the "escape" room craze 
and partner with local escape rooms to offer 
fun custom t-shirts, including special shirts 
for those who successfully complete their 
escape room challenges!
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37. Political slogan/commentary t-shirts. 
Where there is controversy and powerful 
emotion, there is an opportunity to sell t-
shirts and other custom clothing. Examples 
of these products are red "MAGA" hats and 
"Nevertheless, she persisted" t-shirts.

38. Connect with your local music scene 
and print t-shirts for bands, DJ's, and music 
groups.

39. Museums. Link up with museums and 
galleries to offer limited-edition t-shirts for 
temporary featured exhibits.

Print a scarf that lists 
major events that 

happened on that day in 
history.

Art, Entertainment &  Culture

40. "This Day in History" scarves. For a 
thoughtful gift, have customers submit a 
special date, like a birthday, and print a scarf 
that lists major events that happened on that 
day in history.

Print classic poetry on a 
stylish cotton scarf or 

bandana.

41. Poetry scarves. Print classic poetry on a 
stylish cotton scarf or bandana. It makes the 
perfect gift for fashion-loving literati. Get 
permission to post or leave flyers at 
bookstores and libraries.

42. Sell “writer's gloves” -- fingerless gloves 
are perfect for writers because it helps keep 
their hands warm, but frees up their fingers 
for easy writing and typing. Print literary 
quotes on the gloves to help keep them 
inspired.
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One of the best ways to make money with 
DTG is to print t-shirts for events. The most 
exciting way to do this is to print on-demand 
while at the event. Seeing their t-shirt printed 
right before their eyes is a memorable 
experience for customers and often results 
in them taking photos that are shared on 
social media -- attracting even more 
attention to your brand.

43. Conventions. Passing out free t-shirts is 
one of the most popular ways for 
companies to promote their businesses at 
conventions and trade shows. Act as their 
supplier and print t-shirts for them with their 
logo and desired design.

Partner with race 
photographers to offer t-

shirts printed with a 
runner’s name, number, 

and photograph.

44. Marathons and races. Partner with race 
photographers to offer t-shirts printed with a 
runner's name, number, and photograph.

45. Public gatherings and holiday 
celebrations. Whether it is a Fourth of July 
gathering or local centennial celebration, 
make the day even more memorable with 
limited-edition t-shirts specially designed for 
the event.

Events

101 Ways to Make Money With DTG

46. Street fairs are an excellent place to print 
and sell customized t-shirts. You can even 
partner with vendors to print their promotional 
t-shirts for them in advance.

47. Event venues. Make friends with event 
venue sales people or local booking agents 
and serve as the t-shirt printer and supplier for 
all the different acts and events that appear 
there.

48. Car shows. Print t-shirts with customer 
photos of their favorite car or let customers 
design their own personalized license plate 
and print it for them on a t-shirt right at your 
booth.
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49. Musical festivals and concerts. Print and 
sell t-shirts in styles that concert-goers will 
love. Make them customizable and add their 
name or favorite song lyrics to the design.

50. Art walks. Collaborate with galleries and 
studios to create t-shirts printed with the 
artist's work.

Sporting events are one of 
the best places to make 

money printing custom t-
shirts.

51. Sporting events are one of the best 
places to make money printing custom t-
shirts. Sell personalized fan pride t-shirts 
with their name and number of their choice 
printed across the back.

Events

52. County and state fairs. Create a few t-shirt 
designs showcasing some of the most 
popular attractions at the fair like a carousel, 
ferris wheel, or some of the over-the-top 
foods. Print t-shirts to sell in advance or 
customize them with customer's names and 
print the shirts on demand.

53. Esports events. In addition to being a 
supplier of esport team t-shirts, you also can 
create limited-edition t-shirts to sell at 
tournaments and other events.

54. Fraternity/sorority events. From rush to 
bid day, fraternities and sororities need plenty 
of short run orders on t-shirts -- a great source 
of business for DTG owners. 
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From honoring a family's ancestry to 
welcoming a new baby, catering to families is a 
fun -- and profitable -- way to make money with 
DTG.

55. Baby announcement t-shirts. Go beyond 
the usual "It's a Boy" or "It's a Girl" shirts. Make 
custom t-shirts with the baby's name, if it's 
already known, or just use the family name (e.g. 
"Baby Smith Coming Soon!").

Print sonograms directly on 
the belly of maternity t-

shirts

56. Custom maternity t-shirts. Print sonograms 
directly on the belly of maternity t-shirts. 
Include the date and mother's stage of 
pregnancy (e.g. "8 weeks", "12 weeks", etc.).

Family
57. "Baby's First Year“ onesie sets. Create a 
set of 12 baby onesies and include the 
month name or number on each one. 
Parents can take a photo of the baby in his 
or her onesie every month. At the end of the 
year, they can make a fun photo collage 
showing how the little one has grown over 
their first year!

58. Matching shirts for the whole family! 
Perfect for family vacations and outings, 
print matching t-shirts in bright colors 
(helpful for spotting a  kid in a busy crowd).

59. Combine old and new technology to 
create a new family heirloom. Print old 
photographs on fabric to make a memory 
quilt.

60. Family reunions. Print a family tree (or 
portion of it) on the front of a t-shirt and 
personalize it with each family member's 
name on the back. You can even add 
individual photos of each family member on 
their place in their family tree!
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61. Party t-shirts. Design t-shirts that match 
a party's theme and includes the guest's 
name on it. Charge extra and add a number 
on the back for playing various party games 
(e.g. drawings for prizes). An excellent 
option for baby showers, birthday parties for 
kids, and more.

62. Print recipes on hand towels. Sell them 
at farmer's markets, home stores, or local 
gift shops.

63. "Cooking Guide" Aprons. Print helpful 
information like a measurement conversion 
chart or list of veggie cooking times on 
aprons -- just make sure to print everything 
upside down so it can be referenced more 
easily while cooking.

64. Make custom drink koozies personalized 
with guest names. Guests can use the 
koozie at a barbecue or other festive 
occasion and then take it home as a small 
party favor.

65. Offer towels personalized with names or

Home/Entertaining

monograms. Perfect for wedding, 
housewarming, or even pool party gifts.

Offer canvas shopping 
bags printed with a 

shopping list…

66. Print selfies and names on napkins and 
use them as place cards for a dinner party.

67. Offer canvas shopping bags that are 
custom-printed with a shopping list of items 
that your customer buys the most often. It will 
be convenient for them to check the list as 
they shop.

68. Home organization. There are plenty of 
creative custom products you can create to 
help people stay organized. For example, 
protect purses with dusters custom-printed 
with an image of the purse so that your 
customer knows exactly what's inside.
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69. School clubs and sports teams are one 
of the best ways to make money with DTG. 
From uniforms to special event tees, 
schools and clubs are one of the biggest 
consumers of custom-printed clothing.

70. Don't forget friends and family! Where 
there are kids, there are proud family and 
friends cheering them on. Sell them t-shirts 
customized with the child's image and 
name.

71. T-shirts are cooler than candy bars! Help 
kids raise money at school fundraisers and 
design a fun t-shirt that they can sell -- and 
that people will buy.

72. Create custom backpacks with a child's 
favorite photos of friends, family, and pets. 
Be sure to print the child's name and contact 
information on the bag in case it gets lost.

73. Print custom dolls. Print the image of the 
doll on fabric and then sew it together to 
finish. You even can customize the face with 
the photo of anyone you want!

Kids

74. Sell custom-printed doll clothes. 
Personalize them with a child's name and 
even her photo!

Kids aren’t the only ones who 
can make a little money when 

they lose teeth.

75. Kids aren't the only ones who can make a 
little money when they lose teeth. Print 
customized Tooth Fairy pillowcases with the 
child's name and a message to the Tooth 
Fairy.

76. Help kids be their own superhero! Print 
capes or t-shirts personalized with the child's 
name -- or their "superhero" name!

77. Portraits and wall art. Print kids' school 
pictures or a new grad's senior photo on 
canvas for a beautiful piece of art that a 
family can hang in their home.

101 Ways to Make Money With DTG
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The pet industry is growing as consumers 
continue to spend more money on clothing 
and accessories for their precious fur 
babies. 

According to The American Pet Products 
Association, almost 85 million households 
have a pet. Use DTG printing to build a 
business around this growing target market.

78. Personalized bandanas. Easy and 
inexpensive to produce, dog and cat 
bandanas are a popular item that can be 
personalized with the pet's name.

I      My Chihuahua
+

I      My Human tees

79. Matching dog/human tees (e.g. “I ❤️My 
Chihuahua” and “I ❤️My Human”). 
Customize the t-shirts for different dog 
breeds!

80. Dog I.D. t-shirts. Print your dog's name 
and your phone number on a brightly 
colored dog t-shirt and have a better chance 
of finding him if he gets lost.

Pets

101 Ways to Make Money With DTG

81. "Look, but don't touch!" Alert people to a 
dog who might bite with custom tees that say 
"I bite!" You also can make t-shirts that let 
others know when a dog is friendly (e.g. 
"Please pet me!").

82. Collaborate with animal rescues and 
corporate sponsors to print and sell t-shirts 
for pet adoption events. Sell an advertising 
package that has adoptable pets wear t-shirts 
customized with their name and a design that 
says, "Sponsored by Company ABC.“
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question. Want to sell twice as many shirts --
and double the visual impact? Have everyone 
pull off their t-shirt to reveal a second one 
underneath that says "She said YES!" and 
includes a flattering photo of the bride-to-be 
on it.

6

83. Help singles advertise their relationship 
status -- and get a date -- with fun custom t-
shirts. Print a customer's dating profile on 
his or her t-shirt or make the t-shirt itself into 
a dating ad (e.g. "Seeking a smart gal who 
loves dogs, books, and long walks on the 
beach.")!

84. "His and Hers" T-Shirts. Two 
coordinating custom t-shirts are twice as 
nice -- and twice the price! For example, print 
a pair of t-shirts, one of which says "Beauty" 
and the other, "The Beast." Other ideas for 
matching couples t-shirts are "She's a Catch" 
and "I'm a Keeper" or "I'm with Laura" and 
"I'm with Ray." 

85. Specialize in "Will You Marry Me?" t-
shirts. Put a letter on each t-shirt and have 
friends and family join the groom in 
surprising the bride-to-be when he pops the

Relationships

86. Bring some extra personalization to 
personal devices! Create custom prints on 
canvas or cotton cases, sleeves and bags 
designed to protect gadgets like laptops, 
tablets, and cell phones.

87. Get creative with QR codes. Offer to print 
t-shirts with a customer's QR code on it. When 
scanned with a code reader app, the user can 
go straight to your customer's website or 
other online promotion.

88. Custom mouse pads. Make hours spent in 
front of the computer more fun and print a 
favorite photo on a mouse pad.

101 Ways to Make Money With DTG

& Dating

Technology
& Electronics

15



Wedding products and services in the U.S. 
have grown into a $76 billion industry in 2019, 
and weddings continue to fuel one of the 
biggest markets for personalized goods. Use 
your DTG printer to cash in by providing 
unique personalized gifts, favors, supplies, 
and decor.

89. "Save the Date" t-shirts. Print custom t-
shirts with the bride and groom's name and 
wedding date. Customers also can have 
guests wear their t-shirts for the wedding 
rehearsal -- or for a "meet and greet" as their 
guests arrive into town for the big day.

90. Bachelorette party t-shirts. The ideas here
are endless. Go wild with some racy sayings 
printed on slinky tank tops or stay classy with 
fitted tees personalized with the bridal party's 
names in a pretty font. 

91. Same goes for the guys. There are 
limitless possibilities for cool bachelor party 
tees. Create t-shirts to remind them of their 
wild night out with slogans like "Mike's Stag 
Party 2019" or "Last Night Single/End of

Wedding
an Era." Or get creative and include a photo of 
the groom on the t-shirt along with the words, 
"Buy this man a drink, he's getting married!"

92. Bachelorette pajamas and loungewear. 
Cater to the bridal party's night before the Big 
Day and print comfy custom nighties or t-
shirts with the bride and bridesmaids' names. 
Be sure to make a special one for the bride in 
a contrasting color.

93. Make "welcome" bags for destination 
weddings. Print the bride and groom's names, 
along with the wedding date and location on a 
tote bag. The bags can then be filled with gifts 
and supplies for guests to enjoy upon their 
arrival.

94. Wedding party t-shirts. Print custom t-
shirts for everyone involved in the wedding 
rehearsal. Include their names and roles (i.e. 
"Groom", "Groomsman", "Mother of the Bride", 
etc.) on the t-shirt, so it will be easy for the 
wedding planner to get everyone into position.

101 Ways to Make Money With DTG
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95. A lot of happy tears are shed at weddings. 
Provide a practical wedding favor and print 
personalized handkerchiefs to celebrate the big 
day.

96. Wedding favors. T-shirts, hand towels, wine 
socks, coasters -- your customers are sure to 
find something they'd love to have transformed 
into a custom-printed gift for their guests. 

97. Wedding Memory t-shirts. For an extra 
special wedding favor, have a photo booth set 
up at the wedding reception where guests can 
take fun photos and choose one to have 
printed on a t-shirt that they can bring home.

98. "Just Married" t-shirts. Help newlyweds 
show off their relationship status with 
matching custom t-shirts that display their

Wedding
names (e.g. "Mr. Rainey" and "Mrs. Rainey"). 
Make it extra special and add their wedding 
date to a fun design (e.g. "Est. 2019").

99. Wedding gifts. Print "His and Hers" 
matching pillowcases with the bride and 
groom's names on them. Add a romantic 
saying like "Better Together",  "Happily Ever 
After", or  "Always kiss me goodnight."

100. Wedding portraits. Team up with 
wedding photographers to offer printed 
apparel or portraits on canvas as part of the 
wedding photography package.

101. Want to really ramp up your wedding 
game? Partner with wedding planners or 
bridal stores and pay them a referral fee for 
sending custom orders your way.

101 Ways to Make Money With DTG

So there you have it! A grand total of 101 ways to make money with direct to 

garment printing. Hopefully these ideas have inspired you to start planning your DTG 
business -- or grow your existing DTG shop!
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Ready to leverage the power of direct to garment printing to 

give your business a boost?

Whether you are just starting out in the decorated apparel industry or 
you're a seasoned veteran, DTG printing is a smart investment when 
it comes to growing your business.

A pioneer and leader in the direct to garment industry, AnaJet (A 
RICOH Company) is the only DTG company to offer a complete 
ecosystem of profitable DTG solutions for every budget and skill 
level. To learn more about how AnaJet's award-winning printers can 
grow your business, visit RicohDTG.com or call (877) 626-2538.

Get Started With DTG

https://RicohDTG.com

REQUEST INFO
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